The Mlaml

Vol 88, Issue 48 | Nov. 15 - Nov. 17,2010

- HURRICANE

STUDENT NEWSPAPER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI IN CORAL GABLES FLORIDA, SINCE 1929

MARLENA SKROBE // The Miamni Humccsne

: ELEMENTARY ENVIROMEN!‘AL AWARENESS: The Future ln’rerests in Nature and The Sea Foundation, Rho Rho Rho and the Marine Marmmal Stranding Team
hosted ihe Thll‘d annual Ocean Kids eveni Safurday. UM marine science students faught children from elermentary schools about the ccean and envirenment.

UM students teach and raise awareness about marine enwronment
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her small fingers across the back of the
-purple sea slug that clung to-the walls ol' the
glass tank.

low,” said the third-grader from Touching Miami With
Love, an afterschool prugmm in Overtown. “But why is

* it stuck to the wall, and what is that stuff it just squirted-

out?”

_urore Boyd reachcd info the water and ran

“Tt feels like a pillow, like a silky pil-

Boyd was one of 200 elementary school students
that contributed to the buzz of questions that could be
heard on the university green Saturday morning at the
third ‘annual Ocean Kids. With 15 interactive stations
managed by more than 100 volunteer marine science
undergraduate students, the program a aimed to instill a
passion for Ieammg and curiosity beyond the classroom
for the marine environment and conservation’issues.
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“We want the kids to walk away with a
new interest and passion for our ocean and en-
vironment. If we can inspire one child to have

more of an ‘awareness of the ocean then it's
-worth it,” Kait B:Ighenthal co-chair of Occan
Kids said.

The eventbegan at9 a.m. forthe studcnts
which were primarily third-graders, from Lib-
erty City, Earlington Heights and Miami Gar-
dens Elementary, as well as students from the
Overtown afterschool prograni. Ocean Kids
was funded by donations through the nonprof-
it foundation Future Interests in Nature and
Sea (F1N.SEA) and UM’s Rosenstiel School
of Marine and Atmospheric Science.-

Peta-Gay Grandison, a third-grade teach-
er from Liberty City, said that being exposed.
to science combined with the intimate interac-:

tion with the college students was an invaly-
able experience for the young students.-
Grandison exp!ained that marine life and

environmental conservation are discussed in

] _the classroom, butpa:hmpahngm Ocean Kids -
puts more emphas:s on those I.SSI]CS Each

srudeut has beeri assxgned to Iesponct to their

pa:tlclpahunm the program thmugh ajournal -
; =bu'ds it's hard to clean off and that putting oil
in the water kills the fish,” said Trayvon Bry-

entry and prfsentaunn onone marine animal.

ternationally with an Ocean Kids event in Ku-

_wait and the Bahamas funded by a grant from

the Clinton Global Initiative.

“T just really hope that through this pro- .

gram the studenm' have a greater understand-
ing of the threats to the ocean,” said Dr. Jill
R.lchardson. co-founder of F.IN. SEA. "But

. the main thmg is .the inspiration and that

they share what r.hcy learn at home with thEll'

' friends and fanuiy '

‘At one station during Ocean Klds called

"So!utmu to Pullumjn." the elementary school -

: d year, the program has -
doubled the number of elementary school
students that participate, and is expanding in-

,studcnts dipped feathers in bowls of oil and at-
lr:mpted to clean the feathers with dishwashing

soap to simulate the harmful effects of oil on
marine life.
© “We learned that When the 011 gets on the

ant;'a third-grader from Liberty City.

But the most favored station was “Inky
Busmess" where students dissected a squid,
examining its external and internal anatomy.
‘Wearing a glove and using child-safe scissors,
Bryant-cut into the eye of the squld and de-
tached the lens.

“It looks like somethmg in one of those
packets you get in shoe boxes that say not to cat
them,” said Bryant, comparing the lens of the

fisheyetoa parhc[e Frcm the mSlde ofa sn.hcon

packet.
After complehng all 15 statlons each
student had a brightly colored marine animal

face-painted on their cheek. One boy had the
intricate scene of a shark eating another shark

- across the right side of his face. The students

were then sént off with snorkel masks, marine
life coloring books and plastic bags with the re-
mains of their squid dissection.

‘When the students were asked who want-
ed to be a marine biologist whien they were
older, almost 200 small hands reéched up to
the sky.

Heatlrer Caniey may be contacted at licarney@
themiamihurricane.cont.

Il Tosee an Ocean
Kids video by Cassie
Glenn, log onto

- themiarihurricane.com.

Student s’rruck by car:'

'Junuxlnconw

aﬁerhnandrun.

BY ALEXA LOPEZ
OF THE STAFF

‘At approximately 7:21 p.m.-

on Saturday, UM junior Jared
Paul Jones was struck by a vehicle
while walking on the 4500 block of
Red Road between Blue Road and
Bird Road.
Jones,
.an  English
major - -

who goes by
Paul,  was
the  victim
of a hit-and-
run accident
while
Y wa]kmg in
the roadway to his offcampus
apartment from a friend's house.
= “Paul has massive head
“trauma [and] has multiple injuries
to other systems,” said Betsy Jones,
Paul Jones' mother who arrived

~ JONES

in Miami this morning with her .

husband J'Lm Jones "He is in a
coma.”

After the-crash, Paul Jones
was treated on the scene and
airlified by Miami-Dade Fire
Rescue fto- Jackson Meniorial
Hospital’s Ryder Trauma Center
where he remains in —critical
condition.

“At this time, we dont have
any vehicle mforma!:lon _other
than from what the witness has

from
Maryland’

pmVJded us
vehicle  either; sﬂver or light
grey... probably an Oldsmobile,”

Coral Gables police ofﬁcer Kelly

Denhamsaid.
Witnesses  identified  the
driver of the vehicle as an elderly

- man when they saw the vehicle

slow down after impact. Also, the
witnesses were able to spot half of
the vehicle’s license plate: X64.

“It was dark out there at the |
_time and with an- e]darly driver,
- you never know what’s going on

in their mind,” Denham said. “We
want [the driver] to come talk to us

and let’s figure out what happened

with the crash.”

<The  accident involving
Jones is still an ongoing criminal
investigation, and -the two

witnesses" whd were - there “to
render ai
Miami-Dade

The qulce

Department, along with Denham
and the Coral Gables police, .is
‘asking for help from the public and
-media with this situation. ;
“Even if you're not sure if it's

related, if you thought you saw
something, if-you maybe talked
to somebody or saw someone far

‘in the neighborhood that might
have been involved in the accident, -

please help us,” Betsy Jones said.

“You can'teven imagine a parent’s

worse nightmare to get that phone
call that we got last evening.”

~ Alexa Lopez may be ,cpnmcrfd‘ ar

alopez@themiamihurricane.com.

of a sedantypﬂ‘ i

" cannot yet be named,
‘Denham said. :

" STUDENT APPHEGIATIGN EVENT

Thursday, November 18
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